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Elmhurst Chess Club

IJI'ESE‘HI'S ‘
2 ICA Tour Mini-events

ICA Banquet Mini-Tour

Sunday March 22

3 rounds, Game/45. Room 030, Elmhurst College Library,

190 Prospect, Elmhurst. 2 Sections: Open & Under 1600. Prizes—Open:
1st, 2nd, U2000, U1800. U1600 section: 1st, 2nd, U1400. 85% of entries
returned as prizes. EF: $12 ECC members and anyone who attends the
ICA Banquet, $16 others. Reg. 5-5:40 pm. Round 1 at 5:45. NOTE
THE STARTING TIME-this is to coordinate with the end of the
ICA Banquet, which will be held at Stevens Steak House in
Elmhurst, just 5 minutes away!

Game/60 Mini-Tour

Saturday March 28

4 rounds. Frick Center, Elmhurst College, 190 Prospect, Eimhurst.

2 Sections: Open & U1600. Prizes—Open: 1st, 2nd, U2000, U1800. U1600
section: 1st, 2nd, U1400. 85% of entries returned as prizes. EF: $16 ECC
members, $20 others. Reg. Noon—12:45. Rounds at 1, 3:15, 6 & 8. Late
entries (until 3:00) get 1/2 point bye in round 1.

s Estimated Prize Fund $500/b 35

e New Location (oo yvards south of the Library)
sLarge room & large skittles room

eElmhurst CC dues only $10

Info: Roger Birkeland (630) 832-1754.
E-mail: rogerb@elmhurst.edu
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7th annual

CHICAGO OPEN

9 May 22-25, 23-25 or 24-25

7 rounds, 7 sections, Memorial Day weekend,

at luxurious Hyatt Regency Oak Brook.
You play only those in your section.

$100,000 GUARANTEED!

7-88, 40/2, 8D/1, 3-day option, rds 1-2 G/75. 2-day
option, rds 1-4 G/45. Hyatt Regency, 1909 Spring Rd (near
[-88 Cermak Rd exit), Oak Brook, IL 60521. Free parking.

A top-flight luxury hotel with $73 special chess rates
for 1-4 in room, across the street from Oak Brook Shopping
Center with over 100 stores.

Free analysis of your games by IM John Donaldson!
All are invited to submit games or ask questions.

$100,000 PRIZE FUND, ALL GUARANTEED!
Largesi. prize fund ever awarded in the Midwest!

OPEN: $10000-5000-2500-1200-1000-700-600-600-500-
500, U2400/U $2000-1000-800-600-400. FIDE, 200 GPP.

UNDER 2200 (no unrateds): $7000-3000-1500-1000-
700-500-400-400-300-300.

UNDER 2000 (no unrateds): $7000-3000-1500-1000-
700-500-400-400-300-300.

UNDER 1800 (no unrateds): $7000-3000-1500-1000-
700-500-400-400-300-300.

UNDER 1600 (no unrateds): $6000-3000-1500-1000-
700-500-400-400-300-300.

UNDER 1400 (no unrateds): $4000-2000-1200-1000-
700-500-400-400-300-300, U1200 $1000-500, 1000 $600-300.
U1260 & U1000 are class prizes, not sections. U12 play for
U12 & Ul4 prizes; U10 for U10, U12 & Ul4 prizes; multiple
winners get largest prize. Players who dropped since 12/96
from established 1400+ ineligible for U1200, from established
1200+ ineligible for U1000.

UNRATED: Trophies to top 10. All players abtain
ratings. Provisionally rated players are not unrated.

Foreign (USA residents under 3 yrs) must have
established rating on 1287 or prior list or acceptable foreign
rating to win over $1500 in U2200, $1200 U2000, $1000
U1800, $800 U1600, $600 111400, $400 U1200, $200 L1000

Entry fee: 4-day $204, 3-day $203, 2-day $202 if check
mailed by 3/20; 4-day $214, 3-day $213, 2-day $212 if check
mailed by 5/14; all $240 at site. No checks at site.
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Credit card entry fee: $210 by 3/20, $220 by 5/20,
$240 at site. 914-496-9658 most weekdays or 406-896-2038
{ne questions) 24 hrs daily. No phone entries after 5/20.

Special entry fee: $70 less to juniors under 18 who
are rated below 1500, over 2199, or play up. Callers must
request discount, or full fee charged. Re-entry: $100.

Unrated Section entry fee: 4-day $24, 3-day $23, 2-
day $22 if check mailed hy 5/14, all $25 with credit card
through 5/20, $30 at site.

ICA membership ($14, under 19 $8} required for IL
residents; an ICA Maxi-Tour event.

All EF $8 less if mailed with $40 adult, $30 senior or
%17 youth USCF dues. Renew early and save!

Foreign player ratings: CFC OK, 100 points added
to FIDE, 100 to FQE, 200 or more to most other foreign.
Highest of multiple ratings used.

US player ratings: April list used (usually same as
April CHESS LIFE label); FIDE ratings nol. used.

4-day schedule: Late entries end Fri 7 pm, rds. Fr1 8
pm, Sat 12 & 6:30, Sun 12 & 6:30, Mon 9 & 3:30.

8-day schedule: Late entries end Sat 11 am, rds. Sat
12, 3, & 6:30, Sun 12 & 6:30, Mon 9 & 3:30.

2-day schedule: Late entries end Sun 9 am; rds. Sun
10, 12, 2, 4, 6:30, Mon 9 & 3:30 pm.

All schedules merge & compete for same prizes.

Hotel rates: $73 for 1-4/room, 800-233-1234, 630-573-
1234. Reserve by 4/30 as rate may increase or hotel sell out.

Special airfares: Bon Voyage Travel, 800-843-1110.

Car rentals: Avis (800-331-1600), use AWD number
DA57633, ask for chess tournament rate.

All: %-pt byes OK all rounds; add 50 cents to EF for rd
1 bye. Rds 5-7 byes: limit 2; must commit before rd 4 for 1
bye, before rd 2 for 2 byes. No smeking. Bring sets, boards,
clocks if possible- none supplied.

Continental Chess Association entry form- use for any CCA tournament- photocopy if desired

Name Tournament

Section

Number of days USCF ID,

Address

Rating Entry fec

Send to Continental Chess, PO Box 249, Salisbury Mills, NY 12577. Checks payable to same, Use of form is
optional- you can enter any CCA event by sending name, tournament, section, number of days, USCF ID, rating, & fee.

Memb. ducs



The Illinois Chess Bulletin
Copyright © 1998 by the ICA.

Editor

M.L. Rantala

5216 S. Ingleside Avenue
Chicago, IL 60615-4340
773.363.7032
rants@interaccess.com

Assistant Editor
John Tomas

1436 W. Lill Ave, 1R
Chicago 60614
773.665.0118

Games Editor/Archivist
Alan Watson

161 Oakwood Drive
Bolingbrook, IL 60440

Junior Editor
Position Vacant
Applications being taken

Tour Statistician and
Tournament Clearinghouse
Bill Smythe

1159 West Lunt, #259
Chicago, 1L 60626
773.761.2455

Advertising Rates

$125 Back Page
$115 Page 2 or 3
$100 Full Page

O Har Page
$50 Third Page
$40 Quarter Page
$25 Eighth Page

There is a $20 design charge for ads which
are not camera-ready. ICA affiliates receive
a1/3 discount and ads which appearin con-
secutive issues receive a 10% discount. Pay-
ment must accompany ad. The ICA and
ICB reserve the right to reject advertising.

Deadline for the May/June
1998 issue of the Lllinois Chess
Bulletin is April Ist.

13

17

19

20

22

23

Contents

Al Chow wins The ICA Tour
yet again. Winners share some of

their Tour victories.

The ICA Tour came to a grand
close with the 1977 Holiday
Classic, won by IM Enrico
Sevillano. Report by Larry Cohen
and games analyzed by NM Alan

Watson

Al Chowy

i

M Sevillano

There were no perfect scores at the Tim Just

Winter Open, but lots of good chess. One again
IM Sevillano ends up on top.

Who Said It? Test your knowledge of the
literature of chess with this entertaining quiz.

News and Notes Death of Mona Karff,
National Open, FIDE’s Top List, the National

Open and more.

Get all the details on this year’s ICA Awards

Banquet to be held on March 22.

Letters to the Editor. Everyone’s
talking about Gurevich’s column

in our last issue, including

Gurevich. Praise for the ICB.

i
o

GMW Gurevicn

On the cover: Albert Chow in January 1998, plus Osman Palos and
Steve Szpisjak at the Chicago Chess Club.This and all photos
throughout the magazine, unless otherwise credited, by M.L. Rantala.

Ilinois Chess Bulletin - March/April 1998

~

!



a7

51
52

55
57

59

R 3R

Club News, Fox Valley Monday
night tourny, two more Windy City
Cheapies, the Knight Moves
Women’s Championship, and much
more!

Lorena Duran

Vox Populi. What’s your favorite time control?

Square One. A special look at Evanston Junior
Chess, plus lots more.

Books. John Tomas and Bill Brock
discuss what they are reading as well as
a great source of chess books.

Taming the Dragon. Rich Vondruska
returns with another humorous look at chess.

Tour Stats. Tourmeister Bill Smythe lists the top
finishes in the Tour as well as those who were
most active,

Tim Just’s Rulebook Tactics. One of
our readers’ favorite columns.

Readers’ Retorts. Test your tactics on this
collection of positions.

Chess Wizardry. Todd Barre discusses pawns,
the Soul of Chess.

Tournament Calendar. Tournament listings
and details.

Where to Play Chess. Details on ICA affiliates.

Chess Patrons. ICA members who have made
annual contributions of $35, $50, $100, or more.

Back Cover. More on the upcoming ICA
Banquet!

linois Chess Association

ICA Open Co-Champions
IM Josh Manion

IM Enrico Sevillano

IM Osman Palos

President

Hector Hernandez

6210 S. Melvina Ave
Chicago, IL 60638-4308
773.586.3950

Metro Vice President
Josh Manion

3 Buckingham Dr.
Aurora, IL 60506-9199
630.466-4886

Downstate Vice President
Michael Leali

7319 N. Edgewild Dr.
Peoria, IL 61614-2113
309.691.2823

Secretary

Joshua Flores

379 Chilver Ct

Naperville, IL 60565-6331
630.305.0152

Treasurer

Howard Cohen

10482 Anne Ct. #2E
Rosemont, IL 60018-3520
847.803.0941

Past President

Jim Oberweis

3 Buckingham Dr
Aurora, IL 60506-9199
630.466.4886

The Hlinois Chess Bulletin (ICB) is published bi-
monthly by the Illinois Chess Association. ICA
membership includes a subscription to the ICB.
Century Club, Gold Card, and Patron Members
receive their [CB by first-class mail. Membership
rates:

$100 Century Club
$50 Gold Card
$35 Paton
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$15 Co-Chess Coach

* Chess clubs and other organizations which pro-
mote chess activity may affiliate with the ICA. Ben-
efits include a copy of the ICB by first class mail, 2
listing under “Where to Play Chess”, discounted
advertising rates, free event advertising on Chess
Phone and Web Site and the right to run ICA tour
events.
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1998: A Good Year for Chess

ICA Awards Banquet 1998

As previously reported, the 1993
ICA Awards Banquet will take place on
March 22nd. Full details are provided
on page 22. I would like to congratu-
late all the 1997 ICA tour win-
ners, and thank all the players
who supported our events last
year. The reader will find com-
plete coverage of the Tour beginning on
the facing page.
ICA Non-Profit Mailing Permit

January of this year saw our Asso-
ciation receive its special non-profir
mailing permit which will allow us sub-
stantial savings in postage expenses, par-
ticularly in the mailing of the Hlinois
Chess Bulletin, The process took some
time. I wish to thank [CA Secretary Josh
Flores, Bill Naff, Vince Berry and ev-
erybody who contributed in some way
to secure this important permit,
1998: ICA Election Year

This year is an election year for [CA
Execuuve positions. If you would like

President’s Po

to know more about the election pro-
cess, please call Secrctary Josh Flores.
Mr. Flores will be very happy to tell you
how to nominate someone, including
yourself, for office. I wish to take this

.

opportunity to encourage some of our
younger organizers and players to be-
come more involved with the affairs of
the Illinois Chess Association.
Tournament Bids

The ICA is asking tournament or-
ganizers that may be interested in run-
ning the 1998 Illinois Open and the
1998 Illinois Class to submit their bids
as soon as possible. Bids should be sub-
mitted to me or Secretary Josh Flores.
1998 1CA Chessathon?

This year the US Chess Federation
has expressed interest in helping orga-
nize chessathons in several cities besides
New York. Chicago is one of thase cit-

ies where such an endeavor could take
place in early June. The basic idea of the
chessathon is to introduce the game to
a large number of children. The chil-
dren play in a simultancous exhibition
against a master or a strong player,
get a one year scholastic member-
ship and a paper board all for the
basic entry fee. Higher entry fees
offer the above plus pieces, a poster, and
a tee-shirt. [nterest and enthusiasm ex-
ists within the Chicago Public Schools.
More details later.
Volunteers Wanted
A number of public libraries are ac-
tively secking chess players who can
teach chess to children. This is a very
rewarding activity, As little time as four
hours a month would be helpful. If you
would like more information about this
possibility, please call me at (312) 746-
4329,
Good chess to all!
—Hector Hernandez, President
Illinots Chess Association

Meet me at the Banquet!

ICA Banquet

Like many of the readers of the I#i-
nots Chess Bulletin, | have never attended
the ICA banquet,

This year I’'m very much
looking forward 1o it. T want to
congratulate the Tour winners,
take some photos of chess players
relaxing, admire the amusing antics, and
most of all I want to talk to JCBreaders
about what they like and don’t like
about the magazine, what they'd like to
scc in the future and what they can do
without. I'd like to button-hole a few
people and ask them to write an article
or annotate a game. I'd like a few people
to promise to bring a camera to the next

Editor’s Note

tournament they play in. I'd love to dis-
COVET an artist or two.

And T don’t mind not having to
cook that day—see you there!

Square One

It is with great disappoitment that
I report the resignation of Roy Frye as
editor of Sguare One, the ICA Junior
Chess News bulletin. Roy’s resignation
came shortly before the JICB deadline,
so there has been no time yet to search
for a replacement.

Temporarily 1 am serving as interim

Square One editor, but we eagerly want

someone who can devote him- or her-

self exclusively to junior chess. Doing

all 64 pages of this magazine is simply
too much for me and is the cause of
delay in the completion of this is-
sue. I am just one person!

I urge people involved in jun-
ior chess, both adults and junions them-
selves, to consider working with Sguare
One. There is lots of work to do even
for someone with only a few hours per
issue to contriburte.

There are more details aboutapply-

ing to work for Sguare One on page 34.
—M.L. Rantala, Editor

Tilinois Chess Bulletin
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® The 1997 ICA Tour:

Chow Strikes

Again!

by Bill Smythe, ICA Tourmeister

%n}!one ever be able to stop Albert Chow as ICA Tour winner?

Osman Palos gave it a good try this year, but foiled his own effort by moving
to California in the late summer. As a result, Chow pulled away from the
field with 176.3 Tour points in the Master class, ahead
of Palos’s 142.6. Steve Szpisjak followed with 118.5.
Enrico Scvillano pulled his act together just a bit
too late in the year, finishing out of the money
with 84 points and fourth placc.
Familiar names also popped up in the
Expert Class, where Larry Cohen and
Kevin Bachler delivered the one—
two punch. Brad Watts just
missed Expert honors by fin-
ishing third.

But wait—some of the fa-
miliar names played musical

chairs 1n class A. Here Danicl
Modes was first, bur Watts and
Cohen traded places for the old
two—three. The moral, proved by both

Watts and Cohen: If you play up a class,
or play in single-section tournaments, you
can earn Tour points in more than one class,

Orther class winners, while not too nu-
merous to mention, are listed in the box at
the right.

The secret to success on the Tour is a
combination of excellence and activity. All

fourteen of this year’s cash winners played
in at least six Tour events during the year.

Topping off the most-active list, with
25 events, were Brad Watts of Expert and
Class A fame, and your Tourmeister of
Bizarre Corner infamy. Closely following
with 23 events were two of the three
Master winners, Chow and Szpisjak.

All Tour winners will receive their
prizes at the annual ICA Awards Ban-
quet on March 22 in Elmhurst. See de-
tails on page 22. ¥

oy BN

Albert Chow, left, once again
the ICA’s Tour winner.

Category - Points Prize
Master

CHOW, Albert C ............. 176.3  $350

PALOS, Osman........... 142.6 250

SZPISJAK, Steven J....... 118.5 150
Expert

COHEN, Lawrence S ....... 240 $160

BACHLER, Kevin L........... 82.0 80
Class A

MODES, Danial R............. 89.8 $130

WATTS, Bradley S............ 83.5 65
Class B

BAUMGARTNER, Chris.... 75.5  $100

ROBLEDO, Mark Jr.......... 2.5 50
Class C :

WACHTER, Tom W .......... 88.0  $70

AKHMETOV, Artem ......... 69.8 35
Class D

REDDIVARI, Dushyanth ..., 69.2 $40

SEIBEL, Dennis ...vvvvvneee, 54.0 20
ClassE

RODRIGUEZ, Jose A Jr .., 49.6  $25

Chow on Chow

Tour winner Albert Chow has selected two
games from the Tour to share with ICB read-
ers. About the first game, he notes, “The first
tour event of 1997 was the Tim Just Winter
Open. The race for first and second was de-
cided in Round 4, Board 1 when I faced the

continued on next page
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Games from
the 1997 Tour

Examples of bow the 1997 ICA Tour
winners got to the top

Osman Palos
Master Class, 2nd Place

Before he left for California, Osman Palos played in the
[llinoss Open, losing only to the winner, GM Wostkiewicz.

Bill Brock
IM Osman Palos
lilinois Open, 1997
Sicilian Kan

l.ed4 <5 2.Nf3 e6 3.d4 cxd4
4 Nxd4 a6 5.Bd3 Qc7 6.0-0
Nf6 7.Qe2 d6 8.c4 Be7 9.N¢3
Nbd7 10.b3 0-0 11.Bb2 gé
12.Rac] Nh5"? 13.f4 Bf6
14.Nc2 Bg7 15.Ned d52!
16 . Ncxd5?! exd5 17.cxd5
Nxf4:1:! 18.Qd2! Qdé6

19 Bxg7 Kxg7 20.Rxf4 Neb
21.Nc4 Qc5+ 22.Khl Nxd3
23.Qxd3 b5 24.Qe3 Qxe3
25.Nxe3 Ra7 26.g4 Re7
27 Kg2 h6 28.h4 Rd8 29.a3
Rde8 30.d6 Re5 3).Rc7 Bet
32.b4 Rd8 33.Rc6 Raf
34.Kg3 a5 35.Ndb axb4
36.axb4 Ra3 37 .Ri3?? Rxf3+!
38 Kxf3 Rxd5 39.Rb6 Rd4
40.Ke3 Rxb4 4}.g5 hg 42 hg
Rb]l 43.e5 b4 0-1 3

YEEXEEEEEEEEEEERE R SRR R R R N N N N B N J

Albert Chow

Master Class, Ist Place

Continued from the previous page

veteran Bosnian International
Master Osman Palos.”

Albert Chow
Osman Palos iM
Bogo Indian Defense [E11]
Winter Open (4), 1997
Notes by Albert Chow

1.d4 Nf6 2.c4 ¢6 3.Nf3
Bb4+ 4.Nbd2 0-0 5.a3
Be7 6.¢4 d6

Black rerains his bishop
pair but loses a tempo in re-
treat, allowing White’s pawns
to gain a foothold in the cen-
ter. Perhaps Black wanted to
transpose the central play to
the risky hypermodern style of

the controversial King’s Indian.
7.Bd3 Nc6 8.0-0 €5 9.d45

Gaining more time and
space.
9...Nb8 10.b4 c6 11.h3 b6
12.Rel cxd5 13.cxd5 Ne8
14.Nf1 g6

Black’s minor pieces are
cramped behind White’s pawn
wedge, d5-e4. Little pawn
moves have a big impact on
longterm strategy. 14...15 15,
ef Bf5 16.Bf5 Rib 17.Ng3
weakens the targer lighr
squares.
15.Bh6 Ng7 16.Qd2 Ba6
17.Bxaé Nxa6 18.Racl
Qd7

Sooner or later Palos

Other Master
Class winners
Right:
Osman Palos,
Second Place

Below:
Steven Szpisjak, |

Third Place

Steve is also one of the
country's most active
TDs! See page 29.

Steve Szpisjak
Master Class, 3rd Place

In this game from the Ilinois Class (where he placed third),
Steve beat a higher-rated player in a time scamble.

A. Base {2320)
8. Szpisiak (2270)
Iliinois Class, 1997
Pirc Defense [B09]

1.e4 d6 2.d4 Ni6é 3.Nc3 g6
4.f4 Bg7 5.Nf3 0-0 6.Bd3 Nc6
7.0-0 Bg4 8.Be2 d5 9.exd5
Nxd5 10.Nxd5 Qxd5 11.¢3
Rad8 12.h3 Bc8 13.Qel fo
14.b3 Qa5 15.Bc4+ Kh8
16.d5 Nb8& 17.b4 Qa4
18.Qxe7 ¢6 19.Bb3 Qaé
20.Qc7 Bd7 21.c4 cxd5
22 .¢xd5 b6 23.Rel Rc8
24.Qd6 Rfd8 25.55 BxbS

needed 1o try to develop his
queenside.
19.Qd3

Nort only is Black’s bishop
bad, but both knights lack de-
cent central squares.
19...N¢7

26.Qa3 Re8 27.Bb2 Nd7
28.Qd6 Bf8 29.Bxf6+ Nxf6
30.Qxf6+ Bg7 31.Qh4 Bxal
32.Rxal Qb7 33.Neb5 Qg7
34.Rel g5 35.Qh5 RIB 36.d6
gxf4 37 Bt7 h6 38 Ng6+ Kh7
39 .Nxf8+ Rxf8 40.Re7 Kh8
41.Qxb5 £3 [And Black shortly
won in a mutual time
scramble.] 0-1 3¢

continued on page 56
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Larry Cohen
Expert, Ist Place

Larry Coben draws with one of
Iilinois’s strongest masters—or does be?

Larry Cohen {1952)
Steve Szpsijak (2322)
Lisle Plus-Score Mini-Tour
Game in 60 minutes
Notes by Larry Cohen

l.c4 Nf6 2.g3 g6 3.Bg2
Bg7 4.Nc3 d6 5.¢3 0-0
6.Nge7 ¢5 7.0-6 ¢6

The question when dealing
with a fianchetto bishop is
whether or not to contest or
block the diagonal.
8.d4

After numerous lessons (i.e.
losses} 1 have made this an al-
most automatic response to
Black™s ¢6-move.
8...Ndb7?

Another idea might be to
play Na6 and N7 to play into
something like a Dutch set up.
Somewhere in a past JCBis a
game where [ lose to Dr.
Martinowsky 1n a similiar type
of set-up.
9.Rbl a5 10.b3 Re8 11.¢4
Qb6 12.deS deb

Forced, as Ne¢5 losses the
d-pawn.
13.Be3 Qb4

I£¢5, then Na4 is playable,
but even more dangerous is
giving Whire the ourposts for
the knight on d5 and b5,
14.Qcl

Thinking abour trading the
bishops, and possibly playving t4
and recapruring with the
knight,
14...Ng4

This holds the hé-square,
threarens to trade off the knight
tor the bishop, and opens up the
t-file for a pawn push.
15.Bd2 Qf8 7.0-0 6

An immediate f5 could
leave some very big holes on
Black’s kingside.
16.h3 Nhé

Adding strength to the {5
push that is coming
17.Be3 12

This ends up wasting time
as White never does anything
on the d-file. Better would have
been cither g4 to fight against
Black’s {5, or 4! which threat-
ens {5 and even fe5.

17...f5 18.Nad

No way am 1 going to take
in this position! The move 4
is not a threat and Na4 encour-
ages fed.
18...fe4 19.Bed Nf5

We are both starting 1o feel
the pressure of the time con-
tro). Nf6 attacking the bishop
and developing the light-
square bishop after Bg2 would
scem to be reasonable, but
Black would have to be leary
of g4 followed by gh by White.
20.Bg5 ho

Although this gets the
bishop for the knight, it greatly
weakens Black’s kingside.
21.Be3 Ne3d 22.fe3 Qd6

This is forced to protect the
weak g-pawn.
23.Qc2 Nf8

This not only protects the
pawn, but develops the bishop.
If Black had tried gb, then
White could proceed to play
g4, Ng3, and post the knight.

24.¢5 !

Maybe g4 to limit the
bishop would have been berter.
1 thought that Nbé allowed
Bh6, with Na8 Bfl, Rfl Rad
losing a pawn. But I missed that
instead of Na8 I could play
Ri8+! when I win the exchange
and am threatening the g-pawn.
24...Qeb

Forced and best, as it helps
Black out,
25.g4 Kh7

Added protection for
the g-pawn, but
moving into a pin
van be very dan-
gerous,
26.Nb6 Ra7
H

Why not
leave the rook
on the back
rank to recap-
ture after Nc8?
Maybe Black was
planning to get in
the b-pawn push
and swing the rook
over to the kingside.
27.Rbd8 Qc7 28.Nc8
Rc8 29.Bg6+h?

After the game T felt
that better would have

Kevin Bachler
Expert, 2nd Place

Kevin Bachler demonstrates the dowunside to a
currvently popuiar variation.

Kevin Bachler (2160)
Bisi Tubic {2150)
Sicilian Defense [B33]
FVYNCC July Saturday Tour
Notes by Kevin Bachler

l.e4 c5 2.Nf3 Nc6 3.d4
cxd4 4.Nxd4 Nf6 5.Nc¢3 e5
6.Ndb5 d6 7.Bg5 a6 8.Na3
b5 9.Bxf6 gxf6 10.Nd5 {5

"This line isn’t seen quite as
much these days. 10... Bg7
seems to be more popular
11.Bd3 Be6 12.0-0 Bg7

An alternarive is 12...Bxd5
13.Qh5

Given ! by Krasenkov.
13...f4 14.c4 b4

Krasenkov gives 14...bxc4
as best, with 15 Bxc4 00 16
Racl Rab8 17 b3 Qd7 18 Rid1
Kh8 19 Qh4 leading to an edge
for White. He says that after

14...b4 “Black now has no
counterplay, while White can
actack either on the queenside
{a2-a3), in the center {(c4-¢5),
or on the kingside (g2-g3).
15.Nc2 Rb8 16.b3 Bxd5
17.exd5 Ne7 18.Rael Ngé
19.Nd4+ Qf6 20.Nc6

The real point is that from
here the knight pressures the
Black centrer ar e5.
20...Rb7 21.c5! dxc5 22.Bxa6
Re7 23.Bd3 00 24.Nxeb5+-
Ra8 25.Nc4 Rd8 26.d6 Ra7
27.Qxc5 Rxa2 28.Qf5 Qc3
29.d7 Raa8 30.Ndé Rf8

31.Re8 Qf6 32.Qxf6 Bxf6 -

33.Bc4 Ne5 34.Bb5 RdS

35.Ne4 Bg7 36.Rd1 h6 37.Nc5

Threatening Nb7.

Kevin Bachler, second
in the Expert divison

[ FEFEERENEENENE R N RN N 4

been Rd6 to force Qe8, and
then White can push the
kingside pawns with impunity.
29...Ng6 30.Rde Qg5

I had overlooked this move.
Now [ ¢an not play h4 as the g-
pawn hangs with check.
31.Qe4

Here I offered a draw as |
thought that Rf8 to trade the
rooks would dissipate my at-
tack. However, after the trade,
h4 wins back the piece! More-

over, I still have a nice attack

and will be up a pawn.

1/2-1/2%

Larry Cohen
won first
place in the
Expert
division of the

ICA Tour

37..Nxd7 38.Rxf8+ Bxf8
39.Nxd7 Kg7 40.g3 fxg3
41.hxg3 Be7 42.Rd3 Ra8 43.Neb

Due te a sudden death time
control and some mutual time
pressure, where Tubic wasina
bit more of a time crunch,

continued on next page
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Dan Modes
Class A, Ist Place

Dan Modes waits to exhale. ..

Dan Modes
Bill Turner
Mid-America Class
Notes by Dan Modes

l.e4 c5 2.c3

I'm one of many plavers
who find this a sound way to
avoid the interesting but stag-
gering complexities of conven-
tional Sicilians.
2...d5 3.dxd5 Qxd5 4.d4
Nc6 5.Nf3 Bg4 6.Be2 cxd4
7.exd4 ¢6 8.Nc3 Bb4 9.0-0

Bradley Wattsm

Bachler

continued from previous page
Black elects to play on.
43...Ra544.Nc6 Ral + 45.Kg2
Bc5 46.Bc4 Ra2 47.Rf3 {6
48.Nd8 Bb6 49.Ne6+ Kgb
50.Nt4+ Kg5 51.Nd5 Beb
52 Nxfé6 Bd4 53.Ne4+ Kgb
54.Rd3 Beb5 55.Kh3 Kf5
56.Rd2 Ral 57.Nd6+ Kfé6
58.f4 Bc3 59.Ne4+ Kf5
60.Nxc3 bxc3 61.Rc2 Rhl+
62.Kg2 Rdl 63.Kf2 h§
64.Rxc3 Rd2+ 65.Be2 h4
66 .Re5+ Ked 67.Red+ KiB
68.gxh4 Rb2 69.b4 Rb3 70.h5
Rh3 71.b5 Rb3 72.Re6 Kxf4
73.h6 Rh3 74.Rf6+ Keb

And after several more
moves were blitzed off, White
won, 1-0

continued on page 58

Bxc3

A regular advantage for
White in this line is giving Black
the choice of losing time or giv-
ing up the two bishops.
10.bxc3 Nfé

Looks natural, but ..,
11.Ba3

I think this surprised my
opponent a bit; keeping the
king in the center has to be
goad.
11...Rd8 12.Qc2 b6
13.Qad Nd7 14.Rfel Qa5
15.Qxc6 Qxa3

The bishop is gone, but
now there’s a pin and an open
e-file.

16.NeS Bxe2 17.Re2 Qe7
18.Qb5 Qd6 19.Nc4 Qe7
20.d5 Qc5 21.dxe

A surprise. I'm not sure if

Black found the best continu-
ation, but it he aliows the
knight fork on d6 I think I pick
up a pawn somewhere and his
pawns are weak, also.
21...fxe 22.Re6+ KI7
23.Qxch Nxc5 24.Re6
Rhe8 25.Rc7+ Re7
26.Ne5+

This knight is amazingly
versatile.
26...K16

Black loses more material in
any event; the rest is a matter
of technique, although that in
itself docsn’t necessarily guar-
antee anything in my case.
27.Rxe7 Re8 28.Rxa7 Kxeb
29.Rxg7 Nd3 30.Rxh7
Rxc3 31.Rh3 Ke4 32.Re3+
Kd4 33.Rd1 Kc4 34.R3xd3

Dan Modes

Rxd3 35.Rxd3 Kxd3 36.hd
Ke4 37.h5 Kf5 38.g4+ Kg5
39.f4+ Kh6 40.Kf2 1-0

Ah! Now [ can exhale. 3¢

Bradley

Watts

Class A, 2nd Place

A classic kingside attack

Bradley Watts {1800}
Y. Kleban (2073)
CCC Plus Score 08/17, 97
Notes by NM Alan Watson

l.ed e6 2.d4 d5 3.e5 ¢5

Congratulations to
all the Tour Winners!

4.¢3 Qb6 5.Nf3 Bd7 6.Bc2
Bbs 7.dxc5

Tournament practice has
shown that the only move
which lays problems in Black’s
path is 7.c4!
7...Bxc5 8.0-0 Bxe2
9.Qxe2 Nco

Much better was 9...a5
which maintains his well-devel-
oped pieces on their present
squares. White now gains the
initiative,
10.b4 Bf8 11.Bf4 Nge7
12.Nbd2 h6 13.Nb3 g5?

R 7
17

7 v
1o X

. 182
NG TN 7.
;/‘/gg

As of press time, no game or
photo of Dennis Seibel, 2nd
place in Class D, was available.

The future course of the
game will adequately demon-
strate why this is a dangerous

idea. With the king’s wing
compromised there will be no
security for Black’s monarch.
14.Bg3 Ng6 15.Rfel Bg7
16.h3 Qc7 17.Racl 0-0
18.Nbd4

Other interesting 1deas
were 18.04 to embarass Black’s
queen and the knight maneu-
ver 18 . Nh2, Ng4 targeting £6.
18...a6 19.24 Rfc8 20.Qc3
Qb6 21.Qd3 Nxd4 .
22.Nxd4 Ne7 23.Khl Rc4
24.f4!

Finaliy!
24...gxf4 25 Bxf4 Ng6
26.Qe3 Nxf4 27.Qxf4 Qc7
28.Re3 Re8 29.Rf]1 RfR
30.Rg3 Kh3

31.Rxg7!

Black’s position falls apart
rapidly after this, the king’s
most reliable defender, falls
under the sword.
31...Kxg7 32.Qf6+ Kh7
33.Nxe6 Rg8 34.Nxc7 1-0%
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